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UNITED STATES DEPARTMZENT OF AGRICULTUR%
REFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

In re: PACA Docket No, D-03-0033

Washington Star, Inc

(VLN N A e

Respondeat
" DRCISION WITHOUT HEARING BY REASON OF CONSENT

This is a disciplinary proceeding tnder the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act,
1930, as amended (7 US.C. § 499a gf e hereinafter “PACA™ or “Act”), fnstituted by a
Complaint filed on September 23, 2003, by the Asaociate DcputyAdmm!‘aWr Perichable
Agrisultural Commodities Branch of Fruit and Vegetable Programs of the Agrioultural
Marketing Sexvice.

The Complainant alleged that Respondent Washington Star, Iuc., commited willful,
repeated and flagrant vielations of Sectian 2(4) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 495b(4)) by failing to
make full payment prozptly in the total mmount of $2,627,442.07 w0 4 eellers for 181 lots of
perishable ugricultural commodities which it purchased, recmecL and Rocepted in interstate and
foreign commerce during the perod October 2002 through January 2003. The Complaint .
requested that the Administrative Law Judge find that Respandent has willfully, repeatedly and
flagrantly violated Section 2(4) ofthe PACA (7US.C. § 499b(4)) and order the PACA bcense of
Respondent be revaked.

The parties have now agread to the entry of a Decision Without Hearing by Reason of
Consent 35 set forth herein. Therefare, this Decigion Without Hearing by Reason of Consent is v '
entered without further procedure or hearing pursaant to the consenr dmision provigions of the
Rules of Practice Governing Farmal Adjndicatory Proceadings Insthuted by the Secretary Under
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Various Statntes (7 CFR. § 1.130 et seq.; hereinafter “Rules of Practice™) applicable to this
proceeding (7 CFR. § 1.138). |
1. Washington Stax, Inc., (herinafter “Respondent™ is & corporation organized and |
existing under the laws of the State of Plocida, At the time the Complaint was filed, |
Respondent’s business address was 850 N.W. 42 Averme, Miami, Florida 33126 and
Respandent had another office at 5100 California Aveane, Suite 228, Bakarsficld, California
93309. Respondent’s current business address is 9675 Northwest 12% Street, Mismi, Florida
- 33172,

2. Atall timeg materidl herejn, Respondent was licensed unde:rtthACA. PACA
Hcense xuraber 20010984 was issaed to Respondent an May 8§, 2001. That license terminated on
May 8, 2004, pursuant to Section 4(a) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 455d(a)) when Respondent failed

" 1o pay the required anmna] fes, ‘

3. During the .period October 2002 through January 2003, Respondent failed 1o make full
payment promptly to 4 seliers of the agreed purchase prices, or balanses thersof, m the total
amouyt of $2,627,442 07 for 181 lots of perishable agricnltural commodities Which it purchased,
received and accepted in interstate and foreign commerce.

Respondent’s fajlure to make full payment protoptly to 4 sellers of ths agreed purchase
prices, ot balanoces thereof, for the perighable agriculinrel commodites described in Fiuding of
Fact 3 above constitutes willfal, repeated or flagrant violations of Sectiom 2(4) of the PACA (7
U.S.C. § 495b(4)).

Crder
Respondext iz hereby found to have committed willful, repsated or flagramt viclations of
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Section 2(4) af the PACA (7US.C. § 4995(4)). The facts and circumstances of these violations
| ghall be published pursuant to Section §(2) of the PACA (7 US.C.§ 499h(2)).
This Decisiem and Order will beconie final snd effectlvo Upon its issuance, pursuant to
Section 1.138 of the Rules of Practica (7 CFR. § 1.138),

Copies of this Order ahall be served upan the parties.
Done at ' Washington, D.C,

‘this Lﬁh day of WJ 2004

For Compldnznt

f 1>
#4 Exic M. Farman ¢
jate Deputy Admiristrator
Pershsble Agricultural Commodities Branch
| Pruit and Vegetabls Programa :
Agricultural Marketing Service
i —

Clers Eim, Esq.
Anomey for Compledpant

5

Ede P, Bsq. ./
Attorney for Coruplainant
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